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At the opening of the new session of the Legislature on the 15th
July Colonel Roosevelt urged the necessity of practising economy
and balancing the budget. Like previous Governors, he emphasized
the importance of agriculture. He also urged reforms in education.
As might be expected, American rule had brought with it a great
desire for popular education. (The department of education had
been put, and kept, under the control of the American Vice-Governor,)
The Filipinos were said to be enthusiastic in their desire for know-
ledge, but here, as among other peoples suddenly exposed to the
impact of an alien civilization, it was feared that book-learning often
merely succeeded in unsuiting the student for the type of life that
he must lead in an agricultural community. In his opening address
Colonel Roosevelt emphasized the importance of a practical education
and suggested that the Department of Agriculture and Natural
Resources might help the Bureau of Education in determining suitable
courses for agricultural schools, and that the Bureau of Commerce
might give similar help to vocational schools.
By December 1932 the halcyon days of Colonel Roosevelt's rule
were passed. He was obliged to call a special session of the Legislature
because excessive appropriations had left the budget unbalanced.
Charges of illegality and irregularity were made against the Legisla-
ture, but cthe President of the Senate and the Acting Speaker of the
House decided to absolve the Representatives of any blame for
"mistakes" occasioned by the clerical force of the Legislature5.1
On the 8th December Colonel Roosevelt was defeated when he wished
to adjourn the special session until January so as to give time to
redraft the Bills which were said to have been illegally altered. A
good deal of criticism was levied against the Legislature, and Colonel
Roosevelt did not altogether escape, being blamed for his unwillingness
to veto bills.
In the summer Colonel Roosevelt had thought of returning home
to help Mr. Hoover in his presidential campaign, but had abandoned
the idea at the request of Mr. Hoover himself. When Mr. Hoover's
term of office came to an end in March 1933 and he was succeeded by
Mr. Franklin Roosevelt, Colqnel Theodore Roosevelt handed in his
resignation according to the American constitutional custom.2
1  Ibid, 8th December, 1932.                                                             .
2  Before Ms resignation, could take effect the banking crisis was in full swing
in the United States.   Colonel Koosevelt was reported to have foreseen the
danger of a similar disaster in the Philippines, and to have 'called tankers and
business men into repeated conferences, outlined policies and made strong
statements to Washington which resulted in keeping the banks open in tne
Philippines' (ibid., 16th March, 1933).